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'Continued from Saturday.)
Oh. heaven, heaven! What frenzy,

what delirium of fnry. was this for
me! With Insensate struggles 1 tried
again to get at the demon until the lndlnnstruck me a blow upon the head
that dazed me.
But Miss Grayman- avenged berseir

not as she sbonld have been avenged,
bnt like an lnsnlted and Infuriated and
desperate woman. She sprang to I'ayton'sside and with all her force smote

him upon the mouth. Even In the
darkness she could see the wild Hash
that Bhot Into bis eyes, but If he raised
his hand It was Instantly lowered
again, and he did not touch her.
Twice again, with all her woman's

strength. she struck blm full In the
face. Then, like a woman, too, she
staggered and fell la a swoon.

CHAPTER XIX.
%

ESCAPE FROM A TERKI BLE^DKATH.
THE dramatic episode which endedwith the fainting or Miss

Graymau of coarse caused n

halt. 1 inwardly raged at not
being able to go to her assistance and
equally at seeing 1'nyton kneel at ber
side, opening my lamp and throwing
Its light upon her colorless face.
He took a flask from his pocket and

pressed It to her lips. In a few minutesshe opened her eyes and stared
around. Then her look fell Upon me,
nud she smiled.
How my Heart bounded! And again

1 struggled vainly to resell tier, but
sbe put up ber band, smiling once
more, and motioned me to be quiet.
Love berl Heaven knows bow X loved
ber!
"I could die happy." I thought. "If

only 1 could rescue ber from that
devil."
Then for the Qrst time the absence

of the maid Susan and of the third
man impressed Itself upon ray wind.
As to the man I hoped thnt. after

all, I had killed him, hut the fact that
Susan hnd been left behfnd gave me
a gleam of hope. If only our friends
could Hnd her she might be of Invaluableold In putting them quickly on
the right track.
How I did pray that they bad come

and that they would follow us.
In Ave minutes, perhaps. Miss Graymanhad fully recovered, and Payton

immediately directed an advance. i
noticed that Payton always chose the
driest ground, and the most open places
In the brush In order evidently to
leave us few indication* as i>ussibie of
n trail and occasionally the Indian
stopped and carefully replaced branches
thut had heiMi broken or brushed aside.
This gave tnc rbo idea of struggling

Whenever I had the strength in order
to leave luctYaiseubfe ainrks of our pus
sage. Hut I bad wot long essayed these
tactics before the Indian gave tne anjtherblow upon the head with the
butt or my own pistol, which left die
senseless.

It must have been a considerable
time thht I bung limp In the bauds of
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my bearers. When "at last I opened
my eyes and stored about I was lying
on tbe ground.
Tbere was a 'light from my lamp,

which Payton held in his band* directingits rays upon the ground a short
distance away. Beside me on the
moist ground knelt Miss Grayman,
tears shining on her cheeks, while her
hand rested, as In benediction, upon
my brow.

I could see that her lips were movlugsilently. Opposite to her In the
shadow appeared the motionless form
of the Indian, guarding us.

As my eyes opened she gave a little
cry, and. leaning over, pressed her lips
to my forehead. 1 struggled to raise
my head and to touch her with my
bound bands. She gently stroked my
face and then burst into uncontrollable
weeping.
The Indian looked nt her with indifference.and Payton paid no attention.
Then I noticed the sound or digging

In wet, sticky soil. 1 twisted my bead
toward the spot where the full llluinlnationof the lamp fell and saw ttie
man who had helped tbe Indian to carryme turning up tbe drippiug mud
with a broad saberlike bayonet. The
terrible truth burst upon me.

They were going to bury me in the
swamp!
In the awful flood of emotions that

rolled over me one thought, one resistlesslonging, rode upon tbe surface. 1
turned my face toward Miss Grayman
ana spoae aer name.

Instantly she tried to dry her tears
and to suppress her sobs. Our eyes
met. and, reading the wish that wus

in my heart, she put her fare close to
mine. "John. dear John," she tattered
with infinite tenderness.
Then our lips met.
God! What a hetrothull
Immediately she fell to sobbing

again, but the soft pressure of her
hand remained upon my forehead and
comforted me even in that dreadful
moment.
Presently Poyton. still holding the

light for the gravedlgger, spoke Impatiently.
"Hurry up/* he said. "You are too

slow. We must cover'the dog and be
off."
The man redoubled his efforts, and

the glairy clay utjuenked and sucked
as his bayonet tore 1t up.

lu a few minutes Payton spoke
again: "That'll do. Now. throw hi in
In."
The man approached me, and the

Indian rose from bis heels
"Why. he's come to!" the man exclaimed.
"No matter." said Payton. "Do as 1

tell you."
Both stooped to lift me. But before

inejr couiu raise uie in;ui iuc «>uuuu

Helen had thrown herself at Payton s

feet. "God In heaven!" she cried
"Commodore Brown, can you do such
a thing? They say that you are AlfonsoPayton* the pirate, and that you
have no mercy. But l know. Tor you
have proved It to me. that you nave
the instincts and education ot a gen
tiemun. Whatever your crimes may
have heon fr Is impossible that you
should do this! it Is too nbomlnnhlr\
unspeakable, unrhlvnlmiis?"
For a moment weakness overcame

her. and she sobbed, hendltiu down
ver her knees Then, hinging otf her

tears, she seized his hand. "If money
will save him." she cried, "you shall
have it! I swear to you that I will
Implore. I will compel, my father, to

you uuy sum you may name. He
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vfli "listen to lac; tie never refuse:
me. OnJv* Jet him izu. Li'.-i vp Ii 1 r.i lier<
in the wilderness* if yon will, and
promise to remain yuur prisoner unt:
the ransom Is paid!"
There was such tremendous passio:

and elocpience in the frlrl'.s voice nr..

words that my heart swelled ready ft

hurst. Even the Indian seemed moved
and the white man brushed his rougJ
fheeks with his hand.

I thought that I'a.vton could not re

sist. but It was rather for her than foi
myself that i wished him to yield. ITi
did seem to hesitate.perhaps he wai

calculating the chances that her fa
tber would listen to her appeal an<
weighing them against the chances
that I. If released, would yet run him
down before he could secure the
money.

(To be continued.)
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